‘Against the Tide: Maintaining our Orthodoxy in Challenging Times’

Call for Papers

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Hilarion, the forty-seventh annual Russian Orthodox Youth Conference will be held at the Australis Retreat at Wisemans, just north of Sydney, from the afternoon of Tuesday December 27 until the morning of Saturday December 31. The theme of the conference will be ‘Against the Tide: Maintaining our Orthodoxy in Challenging Times’.  

 

The Organising Committee would like to extend an invitation to the clergy, monastics and laity of the Russian Orthodox Church outside Russia, and to Orthodox Christians of good will, to consider making a submission to deliver a lecture or short talk, or to facilitate a workshop or discussion.

Over the past decade an aggressive ‘new atheism’ has emerged that seeks every opportunity to attack belief in God.  Major social change over the turbulent course of the twentieth century has marginalised Christian morality and traditional worship. More and more, Orthodox Christianity is giving way to what has been called “moralistic therapeutic deism”, a vague faith that emphasises being nice, doing good and feeling happy rather than salvation in Christ and repentance.

 

There are also challenges unique to us as Russian Orthodox faithful living in Australia.  Our community is small and the old connections within it based on family, friends and a shared heritage are steadily weakening.  Our public worship requires special skills, and there is a pressing need for systematic Christian instruction. The past century of persecution, exile and division casts a shadow over us still.  

 
The challenges we face, then, are intellectual, social, interpersonal, moral, educational, liturgical and spiritual.
Clergy and lay participants will have an opportunity to frankly discuss these challenges in a structured program of lectures and small group discussions to be presented across the five days.  The focus will be on solutions, and on encouraging one another – clergy and laity alike – so as to return to our homes and parishes inspired and spiritually strengthened.

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSIONS

The following guidelines have been prepared so as to assist those preparing talks and to ensure the success of the conference.

· It is asked that proposed lectures, talks, workshops and discussions all clearly relate to the theme of the conference, and address one or more of the challenges identified;

· For all presentations, we ask that an initial outline paper of approximately one page be submitted to the Organising Committee by email at submissions@syezd.org.au by 30 September 2011;
· The initial outline paper should identify the key points you plan to cover in your presentation;

· Each outline paper will be considered by the Organising Committee.  To ensure a coherent flow of each session and to avoid duplication of effort, the committee may suggest modifications to a proposal;

· Those who have submitted outline papers will be advised by 7 October 2011 whether or not their proposals have been accepted;
· The Organising Committee will ask that those presenting a lecture or short talk provide an electronic copy of their final paper by 5 December 2011;

· When presented at the conference, a lecture should not run longer than 40 minutes.  A short talk should run no longer than 20 minutes.

Those interested in presenting a lecture or short talk are encouraged to discuss their ideas with the clergy member of the Organising Committee, Priest James Carles.  Contact details are as follows:

Priest James Carles

rev.james.carles@syezd.org.au
0428-639156
Syezd 2011 Organising Committee
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